
 

    

Open Meeting Minutes 

Date: July 15, 2021       

 

 

Time: 7:00 pm.                              

Location: Cafeteria 

Type of meeting:    Regular       Special       Reconvened or rescheduled      Emergency 

Name of person taking the minutes:  Kimberley Hassell   

Name of person presiding:  Board President Kurt Belcher                           

 

Members in attendance: 
 

1. Burks 
2. Goldsboro- via Zoom 
3. Payne- via Zoom 
4. Adams 
5. Belcher 
6. Huffman 
7. Meier- via Zoom 

 

      Members absent: 

 

 
 

 

  
Others in attendance:  Mr. Rademacher, Butch Landreth, Mitch Cain, Krista Cain, Jeremy Landreth, Bruce 
Kropp, Melissa Shadrick, John Faulkner, Jacey Faulkner, Pam Bird, Matt Cain, Lori Easton, Lura Thompson, 
Ellen Markin, Randy Hall, Amy Kee, Jill Jacobs, Suzy Walker, Courtney & Mabree Phelps, Theresa Landreth, 
Chuck Garrett, Beth Orrell, Kara Belcher, Adam Belcher, Carrie Bates, Ty Bates, Lindsay Canning, Jill Belcher, 
Dena Kuhn, Leslie Britt, Janice Belcher, Alan Belcher, Tammy Adams, Susan Landreth, Joey Eddy, Stephanie 
Spicer 
 
2. Approval of Agenda  

List any items removed or added to the agenda: None 

Motion made by:  Adams 

Motion:   To approve 

   To amend items as follows:    

                                (No action may be taken on new agenda items.) 

Motion seconded by:  Burks 
Action:   Passed  Failed 

Roll Call: (Needed when  agenda contains an item involving the expenditure of money.) 

Roll Call 
1. Burks 
2. Goldsboro- via Zoom 
3. Payne- via Zoom 
4. Adams 
5. Belcher 
6. Huffman 
7. Meier- via Zoom 

 

7   “Yeas”                          0    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 

 

3. Public Comment:  

 



 

Theresa Landreth commented on all of the good improvements that have been going on at the school. 

Beth Orrell asked if the district was going to comply with the new state mandated sex education, Ty Bates also 
asked if the school had the option to opt out of the new sex education class.  Mr. Rademacher responded that at 
this time he thinks the district will have the option to opt out if the board voted on it.  

Adam Belcher asked the board to place some mitigating procedures in regards to Covid.   

Kurt Belcher explained that the board had voted no and currently has no policies in place in regards to Covid.  

Adam Belcher asked the board to reconsider their previous decision and place some type of procedures in place to 
keep from anyone getting sick or hurt. 

Jill Belcher asked what the letter from the state in regards to the no mask or measures vote by the board said, 
Rademacher responded that it simply asked that the district reconsider their vote.   

Russ Adams asked Rademacher if he was still planning to apply for the Covid relief grants from the state and if 
so, does it ask if the district is complying with the states mandated Covid policies.  Rademacher said that the 
application does ask if the district is masked and for a return to school plan.  He added that he has heard that they 
can withhold funding, but that it was federal dollars and the state cannot withhold federal dollars.  

Jill Jacobs commented that a one hundred percent way to receive the grant dollars was to comply with the 
guidelines mandated by the state.  

Beth Orrell asked if the district was going to practice social distancing and if they were going to follow the Covid 
symptoms screenings as in the past.  Kurt Belcher once again reiterated that the district currently has no plans or 
policies in place in regards to Covid.  Mr. Rademacher said that he is working on a return to school plan that 
might include some of those items.  Orrell also asked if the Covid grant dollars had to be spent on Covid. 
Rademacher said that he had applied for the first and second Covid relief grants and some of the dollars had been 
spent on IPads, the library and science room improvements.  He added that the third Covid relief grant does ask if 
the district is following the state Covid guidelines.   

Jan Belcher stated, why the state would give the district any Covid funding grants if the district wasn’t following 
the measures that the school board voted no on all guidelines and wonders who will cover the responsibility of 
not having any measure in place.  

Kara Belcher voiced her concerns as a teacher and a mother.  She feels uncomfortable in moving forward with the 
school year with no guidelines in regards to Covid and she is putting her faith in the board to come up with some 
type of plan that would make everyone happy and would protect the students and staff.  Huffman agreed and said 
that they would work on some type of plan.  

Matt Cain spoke in regards to the district having no plan in place as well.  He asked that the board reconsider and 
place some type plan in place to protect those in the district.  

Dena Kuhn spoke in opposition of screening and masking, she stated that the screening and sending kid’s home 
for the sniffles was too much and that the kids went through a year of hell following all of the guidelines.  

Jacobs stated that she worked all year and it was not a year from hell.  

Jeremy Landreth spoke in regards to having a senior last year and that he had a tough year. 

Melissa Shadrick spoke in regards to Covid measures as well, stating that there has to be some type of 
compromise on both sides.  

Joey Eddy said that in the previous year that the district did a good job in making things work, although he does 
feel that the social distancing and isolation is affecting the children in regards to communication.  

Randy Hall commented that he appreciated the board’s vote to do away with the Covid measures and that he 
would have voted the same way.  

Jan Belcher spoke again saying that she has faith that something will be done to come up with some sort of 
guidelines and wants to know if we can play sports at other district if we don’t follow that guidelines and if no, 
the board should be held liable.  

Orrell stated that her daughter struggled and that the remote learning was a joke, kids are behind and the district 
needs to make learning a priority, education should be most important.  

 



 

Jim Bates spoke that he was embarrassed by the actions of the community and asked that there be a compromise 
for both sides of the Covid issue.  

Al Belcher stated that our districts remote learning was better than other surrounding districts. 

Bruce Kropp asked if the district’s students and staff would be wearing masks on the buses since the district 
currently has no restrictions to wear masks in the building.   

Leslie Britt spoke about the last board meeting and that he felt bad about the disagreements that were had.  He 
asked the board to come up with a return to school plan and to make the community part of that process.  

 

4. Approval of Items on Consent Agenda  

List any items removed from the consent agenda: None 

 

Motion to approve the consent agenda made by:  Burks 

Motion seconded by: Huffman 

Roll Call: (Needed when consent agenda contains an item involving the expenditure of money.) 

Roll Call 
1. Burks 
2. Goldsboro- via Zoom 
3. Payne- via Zoom 
4. Adams 
5. Belcher 
6. Huffman 
7. Meier- via Zoom 

 

7   “Yeas”                          0    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 

 

 

5. Superintendent’s report  
 

Agenda item 5A: Quarterly Budget Update 

Mr. Rademacher updated the board on the annual budget, he added that revenues were up thirteen percent and 
that the district was at ninety eight percent of the budget on expenditures. 
 
Agenda item 5B: Registration August 4, 2021 from 9 am to 6 pm. 
Informational 
 
Agenda item 5C: Summer Work Progress 

 

Mr. Rademacher informed the board that the summer projects are on schedule; waiting on the door and dampers 
to arrive for the fire doors, that the painting was complete and that the room cleaning and floor waxing is on 
schedule.  He added that the kitchen walk in freezer had went down and that Tom replaced a contact and the 
freezer seems to be working.  He said that he had checked into a freezer monitoring system from Security Alarm 
and that it would cost $1,314 and have a $5 per month monitoring fee. He added that Tom will be installing the 
handicap ramp to the playground and that the library and media center rooms were coming along nicely. 
 
Agenda item 5D: Return to School Plan- Updated 
Mr. Rademacher updated the Return to School Plan to reflect last month’s board action in regards to Illinois 
Covid. He stated that he left the masks as optional and would address individual needs as they arise.  He asked 
that the board give him direction on protocols for contact tracing and quarantining.   
 

 



 

Agenda item 5E: Curriculum Mapping 
Mr. Rademacher informed the board that Keri Garrett has been doing a great job on improving the school’s 
curriculum and has been working with teachers over the summer.  He added that the teachers had been working 
hard with Mrs. Garrett.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

6. New Business 
 

a. Ty Bates- the lifting of COVID restrictions. 
Ty Bates asked if the district had received anything from ISBE to indicate that the district would lose any 
funding for not following the states Covid mandates, Rademacher responded no.  Adam Belcher 
interjected that it is unknown if they will pull any funding or the district’s charter and that it could 
eventually happen. Bates asked if the letter had been the only communication from the state in regards to 
the districts vote, Rademacher said he had also received a phone call from ISBE urging the district to 
reconsider their vote.  Jill Jacobs interjected that ISBE had actually called twice and once asking if kids 
were in the building.  Alan Belcher commented about board members being vaccinated and wearing 
masks on trips.  Adams Belcher said that since the board voted to do away will all Covid measures what 
if any are the plans moving forward if the districts starts to experience positive Covid cases.  Mr. 
Rademacher said that he was working on updating the old plan.  Huffman stated that the district still had 
a month before the start of school to put some type of plan in place. 

 
 

7. Motion to Adjourn to Executive/Closed Session –  

 
Motion to made by:   None 
 
 

8. Items Requiring Action 

Agenda item 8A:  First Reading of Press Policy Updates 104 

Summary of discussion: Shall the board approve the first reading of press policy updates 104? 

 
Motion made by:     Adams 
Motion:   To approve  
 
Motion seconded by:     Huffman 

 

Roll Call 
1. Burks 
2. Goldsboro- via Zoom 
3. Payne- via Zoom 
4. Adams 
5. Belcher 
6. Huffman 
7. Meier- via Zoom 

 

7   “Yeas”                          0    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 



 

 

Agenda item 8B: Approve Tentative School District Budget for the 2021-2022 fiscal year with the Hearing 

for the said budget to be set for the board meeting on Thursday August 19, 2021. 

Summary of discussion: Shall the board approve the tentative 2021-2022 Fiscal year budget and the hearing date 
of Thursday August 19th? 
 
Motion made by:     Adams 
Motion:   To approve  
 
Motion seconded by:     Huffman 

  

Roll Call 
1. Burks 
2. Goldsboro- via Zoom 
3. Payne- via Zoom 
4. Adams 
5. Belcher 
6. Huffman 
7. Meier- via Zoom 

 

7   “Yeas”                          0    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 

 

 

Agenda item 8C: Second reading and approval of the Student Handbook? 

 

Summary of discussion: Shall the board approve the student handbook?  

 
Motion made by:     Payne 
Motion:   To approve  
 
Motion seconded by:     Adams 

  

Roll Call 
1. Burks 
2. Goldsboro- via Zoom 
3. Payne- via Zoom 
4. Adams 
5. Belcher 
6. Huffman 
7. Meier- via Zoom 

 

7   “Yeas”                          0    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 



 

 

 

Agenda item 8D: Consideration of resignations 

Summary of discussion: None 

 

 

Agenda item 8E: Consideration of employment  

Summary of discussion: None 

 

 

Agenda item 8F: Consideration of Basketball Co-op 

Summary of discussion: Kurt Belcher had a meeting with Odin in regards to HS Basketball co-op and that they 
had tabled the agenda item at the board meeting.  He added that they did say if they were to vote to come to 
Patoka to play that they would like to be the host for one quarter of the home games.  Ty Bates asked if Patoka 
needed Odin’s players due to numbers.  Joey Eddy said he has twelve players.  Lura Thompson, Jacey Faulkner 
and Courtney Phelps also commented on the issue.  

 

 

Motion to Adjourn: 

 

Approval of Motion to Adjourn 

 
Motion to adjourn made by: Burks 
Motion:   To approve  
 
Motion seconded by:  Huffman 
Action:   Passed  Failed 

 
 
Time of adjournment:  8:10 PM 
         

 

 

________________________________                             ________________________________ 

                      PRESIDENT                                                                     SECRETARY   
  


